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utmost to make the interests of the em-
ployees secure. They have honestly en-
deavoured to keep the State free from unem-
ployment. There may be a little unemploy-
ment at the present time.

Mr. Hughes: A little unemployment!
Mr. MANN: But as regards unemployment

this State is not in such a bad position as
the other States of the Commonwealth,
and the Government are to be commended
for their efforts in beeping in employ-
ment those who are engaged in industries.
Having commended the Government for their
past work and administration, I can only con-
clude by expressing confidence regarding the
future and what may be done hero to the end
of the session.

Rion. W. C. Angwin: You are not going
further than the end of the session?

Mr. MANN: I have pleasure in submitting
the motion.

Mr. BROUN (Beverley) [4.17J: I1 formally
second the motion.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 4.18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the liair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QTJESTTON-WYNDRAM MEAT
WORKS-

Eon. A. LOVERIN rasked the Minister
for Education: During the year ended 31st
December, 1922, 1, What was the capital of
the Wyndhanm Meat Works? 2, How much
of such capital was the result of past work-
ing losses? 3, What was the amount (a) of
interest charges? (b). of sinking fund
charges? 4, What was the amount of (a)
fixed working charges? (b) other overhead

sts? 5, What was the number of cattle,
slaughteredl 6, What prices were paid for
same? 7, Whiat were the selling pricest
8, What was the profit or loss on the yea'
working?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, £,1,221,410. 2, The losses on work-
ing account from 1-1-19 to 31-12-22 (ex-
cluding interest) totalled £213,490. 3, (a)
£76,743; (b) Nil. 4, (a) Fixed working
charges-fire insurance £3,700, other £5,220,
total £8,920; (b) other overhead costs
£1,480. 5, 22,670. 6, Prom £5 15ls. 2d. to.
£1 l10s.; average £3 17s. Sd. 7, Average
£11 17s. 8, Loss, working account, £10,330;
interest, £76,743; total £87,073.

QUESTIONS (3)-RAILWAY PRO-
JECTS.

Dwarda-N~arro gin.

Hon. J. A. GREIG asked the Minister
for Ecbucation: V, Have the Government
given any effect to the following resolution,
carried without dissent by this Hlouse on
24th January Inst:-"That in the opinion
of this House the Government should in-
struct the Railway Advisory Board to fur-
nish an up-to-date report on the advisability
of constructing the Dwarda-Narrogin rail-
,w*, or to recommitend -alternative routes
for the purpose of shortening the distance
between the Great Southern districts and the
metropolitan area, so as to serve the great-
est number of people and the best interests
of the State as a whole;'and plso to report
where, in their opinion, the line from Uwarda
should proceed to, if not constructed to Nar-
roginl 2, If not, why not?

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1 and 2, No. The resolution was
transmitted to the Legislative Assembly,
asking for its concurrence, but was dis-
charged from the Notice Paper.

Brookcton Westward.

Hon. I. A. GREWG asked the Minister
for Education: Will the Government intro-
duce a Bill this Session for the purpose of
constructing a railway from Brookton west-
ward?

The
plied:
served
tended

MINISTER FRo EDUCATION
An inspection of the land to

is nearing completion, and it is
to introduce a Bill.

re-
be
in-

Ron dinin-Karlgarin.

Hon,. T. A. GREIG, ask the Minister for
Education: Have the Government given con-
sideration to the question of railway facili-
ties for the Settlers at Karlgarin area, from
20 to 30 miles east from Kondinin?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Yes-
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QUESTION%-LAME CLIFTON LIME
CONCESSION.

noni. C. F. BAXTER (for lion. F. E. S.
Willniott) asked the Minister for Educa-
tion: 1, Are the conditions of contract being
fulfilled in connection with the Lake Clif-
ton lime deposit concession? 2, If not,
wvill the Government take the necessary
.action?

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Inquiries will be made. 2, Yes, if
conditions of lease are not being observed.

QUESTION.1-,METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY, PIPES.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Minister
for Education: What provision has been
made for the supply of pipes for the ex-
tension of the bills water scheme to the
metropolitan area?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Tenders will be called at once.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Second Day.

Debate resumed from 26th July.

lion. R. G. ARDAGHI (North-East)
[4.44]: I wish to offer my congratulations
to Mr. Ewing on his having attained to the
high position of Leader of this Chamber. I
am confident that lie is a worthy man for
the position. I am somewhat disappointed
over the matter contained in the Speech.
Tleferencc has been made to land questions
in the South-West, but very little has been
said about goldfields ulatters. During the
last few mouths there have been several
burning questions on the goldfields, and I
thought something would have been said
about them by the Government. Probably
we may hear from thenm later on.

Hon. J. Duffel]: Keep on believing.
lion. R. G. ARDAGH: We will continue

to hope. It is pleasing to note that the
recent visit to the Esperance district of the
Minister for Agriculture and Mr. Cornell
has been the means of throwing considerably
mjore light upon that part of the State.

Hon. J1. Cornell: You are getting on to
my fishing grounds now.

Hon. 11. G~. ARDAGH: There will be plenty
of matter for the hion. member to talk about.
I aol just as anxious about that district as
be is. TIhe Minister for Agriculture declared
his emphatic approval of the land there as
suitable for wheat growing and mixed farm-
ing. Quite recently the Premier stated in
the Press that at least three million acres
had been adjudged as land suitable for agri-
cultural purposes in the Esperance district.
This has been known for many years, but for
some reason the information has been kept
back.

Ross. J. Cornell: Go easy, or you will have
the Country Party after you.

Hon. R. G. AEDAGHi: The lison. member
will be able to deal with then,. The Minister
for Agriculture has bee,, well acquainted
with land for many years, and in view of his
statement, and that of the Premier, let us hope
that the area in question will be surveyed and
throwvn open for selection. If that is done
I believe the land will soon be occupied. If
the Esperanee district were given, the samne
opportunity as the South-West it would not
be long before a new province was opened
up iii that area. It is necessary for the sake
of the district that the remainder of the
line between Esperance and Norsemin shsouifd
be constructed. The lplaflt is already there.
It is foolish of the Government to think of
removing the rolling stoeck, plant and machin-
ery which are alreadcy on the spot. As it is,
there will lie two dead ends. Until the line
is constructed throughout, the country will
not be opened tip as it would be if railway
communication were provided to its full ex-
tent. The sandalwood question is also a
burning one on the goldfields.

lots. J. Cornell: That is as dead as JTulius
Caesar.

lion. J. W. Hickey: The Primary Produc-
ers solved thatt problem.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: The Government
called for tenders. The matter was eagerly
taken up by the p~eople on the goldlields, the
indication being that one firm would be given
,a muonopoly of the industry. Whether that
is right or wrong, I hld( the opinion that
before the 'Minister took that step ho should
have consulted the people who are engaged
in the industry on the goldfields.

lion. J. Dulfell: Hear, hear!
H~on, Rt. 0. ARDAGH: For many years

people have been making a living by pulling
sandalwood, anid other pecople have pIurchased
plants costing a good deal of money to enable
them to cart the sandalwood to railway sid-
ings. Sonic of the sandalwood has been
carestd 90 miles. Before anything is done
the Ministe, should, by manifesto or other-
wise, notify the people in the back-blocks
in what way they would benefit by the Gov-
ermnent giving a monopoly to one firm.

The Minister for Education: It has not
yet been decided.

Hon. R. 0. ARDAGH: No, but the Pre-
nuier, wvhen visiting the goldfields, indicated
that this would be done. The people are
earnestly waiting to see what will be done.
The question should be settled one way or
the other so as to give those, who have in-
vested money in plants, an opportunity of
deeiding what they w'ill do with them. Last
session Parliament decided upon the appoint.
meat of a licenses reduction board. Much
delay has occurred in this respect. Hun-
dreds of people are anxiously waiting to see
what will be done. A lot of preliminary
work will have to be accomplished by the
board, and the Govermnent shnjul4 make
the appointments so that the people may
know where they are.
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Hon. J. Cornell: There are no funds to
administer yet.

Hon. R. G. AXDAGH: Probably not, but
a start could be made. The Government,
which brought down the Bill, should know
something about it. Delays like this cause
a great deal of tr-ouble and anxiety to tile
taxpayers. Practically no reference was
made in the Speech to the mining industry,
although a slight allusion was made to
prospectors. We all know what mining has
done for Western Australia. It has been
and still is the backbone of the country.
Millions of pounds worth of gold have been
won in this State, and this has kept Western
Australia going. It is because of its gold
mining industry that Western Australia has
such a world-'Wide reputation. Something
more should be d]one by the Gocvernment to
assist the industry than they have dlone inl
thle past. The Federal Government have
drawn large sumis of mioney by- taxation from
the mining industry in this State, It would
not he too nmnth for our Government to ap-
proachi themn, and ask them to furnish a suin
of at least £Z100,0000 to assist inl prospecting.
This could be dione througli thme Prospecting
Board. Since i]M6, according to the official
records, the value of tile gold won in Wecst-
era Anstralia is E149,000,000. For the first
six mnonthis of this year the yield of gold
was £1,017,22,5. In TJune there was a die-
cided increase. I1 am optimistic enough to
believe that this will continue. There are
many old districts now being opened uip,
and a goodI deal of geld is being found. In
the Laverton district tile industry is flourish-
ing for many miles around. Several new
companies have been formed to work old
mines, and I think these will he beneficial
to the State. The prospecting boards in
Western Australia have done a good deail of
useful work duriag the past blwo or three
years, and will probably continue to do so.
It is only by nssisting prospectors that mines
can be found and( oplened uip. In the early
days thle reefs outcropped and] were easily
found, hut that is not so to-day. 'We, there-
fore, have to rely a great deal upon 'our
prospectors. These men know their business,
and if they are helped they will no doubt
discov-er many new fields. Thle water supply
question is also a. burning one on the gold-
fields. It has been discussed between the
Chaniber of Mines and the Minister. For
years. past d1epuitations have waited on vari-
ous Governments in the hope of getting
chleaper water for low-grade propositions,
but so far without success. Reference was
miade in thme Speech to better uater catch-
mieats being provided for the benefit of our
farmers. They are entitled to that con-
sideration because they have been put on
the land, and we want them to make a
success of their venture. The mining in.
dustry, however, is greatly in need of
cheaper water and lower railway freights on
mining requisites, to enable it to pull
through. To-day-, if there is salt water in
a mine, which can be used in the working of

time mine, double rates have to be paid for
the fresh water. Take thle Hamnns Reward
mine as an illustration. The owner was
working ore, going about 41/. dwts., eniploy-
lng a Rood mny men, and circulating a good
deal of money in the district, He was pay-
ing 7s. fid. a thousand gallons for the water.
Beccause, hon-ever, hie found salt water in his
mine and wanted to muse sonic of it, lie wa.9
told lie would have to pay 1sa. per thmousand
for the fresh water. That u-as an unifair
handicap to p)lace upon hum, and the result
is the mnine i4 now, shut dlown. '[hle State
battery questioni is an important roe on the
goldfields. Thc~e batteries have been serving
a uiseful pur-pose for many years; amid a con-
sidevablc, amuount of gold has beenl \von by
umeans of this systein. Since thme State bat-
teries were si :rtcd 1,365,70.5 tomns of ore have
been milled at these plants, After going
through various forms of treatment the
total value of thme gold won from the ore
was £:5,607,060. This has mecant a good deal
to the State. If it were noat for the parties
of prospectors engaged iii developing new
finds.g this gold would probably have still
remafined in the ground. Inl maniy places,
however, the Stare battery system is not a
success. More up-to-date geld saving appar-
atus should be attached to the Governient
batteries. I notice that thme goldfields Press
is concerned about the State battery arrange-
nments at Mft. Ida. One paper referred to
the matter in the following ters-

lDuring the last round of crushimigs at
M-%t.* Ida battery one crushing in particular
gave six dwts. over the plates and 17 dwts.
in the sands, and tile concentrates assqad
six ars. per ton. This -prospector was
obliged to cart and stack his tailings, like-
-wise his concentrates. The writer con-
siders that the battery should he equipped
with a griniding or amalgamating ]pan at
least, which would no doubt give the
prospector a better remurmi. Again, would
it be too much to ask the Government to
purchase the concentrates at this battery
f rom the prospectors on a percentage
basiaf They could be carted in as back
loading, and sent away for treatment. The
concentrates are always fairly high at this
battery and by getting them treated the
prospector would in many instances miateri-
ally benefit. At present they are stacked
in .little tiumaps and are blown away by
the wimid, and eon sequently lost to the
prospector for ever.

I -would add that the values of those con-
centrates are lost to the State as well. In
such places as Mt. Ida where the prospectors
have to battle through and live hard lives,
they should be given every facility at the
State batteries. There is not much more for
me to say at this stage. I sincerely hope
tiat the Redistribution of Seats 'Bill, which
will be before us shortly, will be approved
by both branches of the Legislature. 'We
hlave not had much opportunity to look
through the Royal Comnmissionere' report re-
garding the electoral bound aries, as it is
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a long document. I hope, however, that
the Bill, when presented, will meet the
wishes of both sides of the House.

Hon. J1. M1ILLS (Central) [5.3]: 1 move--
That the debate 'be adjourned.

The MINISTER ]FOR EDUCATION: I
would ask hon. members in their on-n inter-
ests to expedite the debate on the Address-
in-reply, so that we- may get through the
busines more promptly than will be possible

fweare to have only one speaker each
sitting day. In those circumnstances, it will
take a lng time to get through the debate.

Motion put and passed.

PAP EflS-P ITHARA EAST WARD RAIL-
WAY PROJECT,

The MLINISTERI FOR EDUCATION (Hen.
J1. Ewing-Souti-West) E5.51: I notice
that Mr. Mills has on the Notic Paper a
formal notice of moetion regarding- papers in.
connIetionl with the proposedl railway front
Pitliara eastward. I hare pleasure in plac-
ing those papers upon the Table.

The PitESLDEINT: We cannot dleal with
the notice of motion until the business be-
foa-e the Houre is disposed of. Will Mr. Mills
be satisfied with the production of the papers,
thus obviating the necessqity for muoving his
motion!

Noen. 41. MILLS: I will be satisfied with
the pbroduiction of the papers and will with-
draw. my motion.

The P"RESIDENT: fit that case, we need
not continue plating the notice of motion on
the Notice Paper.

SUPPLY BILL, CONSIDERATION.
The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATIO-N: 'Mar

I ask you. 'Mr. President, to leave the Chair
until we receive a message from another
place.

The PRESIDENT: I understand the Sup-
ply Bill is expected from another place.

H~on. JI. DUFFELL: I am given to under-
stand that the Supply Bill wVill meet W-ith a
certain amiount of obstruction in another place
and that it may be 9 or 10 o'*clock before it
reaches this Chamber. It seems absurd to ask
ns to wait tilt that time in order to receive
the Bill from another place. It would not
make much difference to the Government it
we re-cived the Bill to-day or to-morrow. I
snppose the Minister will ask, in accordance
with the usual custom, for the suspension Of
so inch of the Standing Orders as will per-
mit him to put the Bill through all stages at
the one sitting. .If we are to wait till 10
o&elock to-night for a Bill of such importance
to reach us, the Minister wilt be well advised
if he allows the House to adjourn til the or-
dinary time to-morrow-, when we can get the

Bill quickly and deal with it as circumstances
commend themselves to us.

fbi,. J. CORNELL: The request put for-
ward by the Minister is a reasonable one. I
dto not thiak wre should anticipate trouble be-
fore it reaches us.

Hon. J. Duffel]: It is coining.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If we refuse the
request, it wiill be the first time such a course
has been adopted. The President might well
fix a time, however, when he will resume the
Clii. He and the Leaider of the House will
know soon when the Bill is likely to reach us.
I am satirfied that thme Leader of the House
will not ask us to do anything unreasonable.

The MNINSTEIR FOR EDUCATION: 1
thank the lion. membner for the suggestion. It
does seem unusual, to ask lien. members to
wait till a late hour for the Supply Bill to
reach this Chamber. I would ask y.ou, 'Mr.
President, to Irave the Chair till, say. U
p.mn., at whlich iune wye will he in a position.
to know when the 'Bill is likely to reach us. It
the Bill is not -eadyv for us to deal with it
after tea, I shall not ask hon. members to
Wait a lon01ger.

Hon. J,. Do Well: That is more reasonable.

The PRESI1ENT: I hadl intended, on
leaving the Chair, to say tlkat I would resume
it at 6 o'clock. That is thme procedure I will
adopt now. I will resume the Chair at 6
o 'clock unless the Bill reaches us before that
time.

Sittingr suspendled f rein 5.10 fill 6 p.m.

The MITNISTER FOR EDUCATION:. As
the Supp~ly Bill will not reach us for some
time, I move:

That the House de) vain edjourn.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.1 p.m.


